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ITINERARY 4C –  DAVARAS - GIAF MOUNTAIN HUT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

system in World Heritage Site Dolomiti Friulane and d'Oltre Piave 

mountain group(s) Crìdola, Monfalconi di Forni 

UNESCO values landscape: the itinerary goes through the Giaf Valley, in the very heart of the 

large amphitheatre created by Monfalconi di Forni and Crìdola, the most 

famous and dramatic groups in the Dolomiti Friulane. It runs along the Giaf 

mountain stream and ventures into a pristine natural environment with a 

beautiful beech and Norway spruce wood which opens up onto the clearing 

where the mountain hut is located, with beech trees giving way to larch. It is 

quite rare to find a site in this harsh yet fascinating part of the Dolomites that is 

so accessible and affords such a close-up view at the foot of Crìdola and 

Monfalconi di Forni. The features of the landscape are typical of the eastern 

section (adding to the feeling of wilderness that reigns in this environment): 

mountain systems with ancient vertical cliffs and wild streams rushing over 

them, long deeply carved valleys and large deposits of debris covered in lush 

woodland. 

geology: the predominant rock in the Dolomiti Friulane is Main Dolomite, which 

was deposited towards the end of the Triassic period on an extensive flood 

plain, showing the early tendency to trap poorly oxygenated basins (Forni 

Dolomite). Many dinosaur footprints from the late Triassic period have been 

found here. The NE-SW orientation of the main mountain ridges (Cridola, 

Busca, Duranno, Preti, Pramaggiore and Cornagiet) and the formation of the 

principal valleys (Vajont, Cimoliana and Settimana) reflect the inclination of the 

layers and the planes of the numerous thrust faults. The landscape is adorned 

with towers and spires where the stratification or the planes of low-angle thrust 
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faults intersect with vertical tectonic fractures (Cridola, Monfalconi and Spalti di 

Toro). 

[source: www.dolomitiunesco.info] 

level of difficulty difficult; the route has sharp inclines. Only suitable for the very fit.  

Route suitable for off-road wheelchairs, buggy bikes (downhill with 4 wheels) 

and Cimgos. 

altitude 1.400 m a.s.l. 

starting point car park at the Giaf mountain hut, along the Giaf Valley tourist road, 33024 - 

Forni di Sopra (UD);  

altitude: 1.058 m a.s.l. - GPS coordinates: 46.4277011,12.5385665 

arrival point Giaf mountain hut – Davaras, 33024 - Forni di Sopra (UD);  

altitude: 1.422 m a.s.l. - GPS coordinates: 46.4233515,12.5202186 

distance 2,36 km 

overall difference in height uphill 364 m; downhill 0 m 

incline average of 15 % 

minimum width track (2,5 m) 

terrain dirt track (with surface in fine and coarse packed gravel) 

obstacles traffic barrier (room to get round it) at the car park 

exposed stretches none 

access the mountain hut is accessed by a forest road (closed to traffic) with a barrier at 

the beginning. 

car park free car park with no reserved spaces 

facilities Giaf mountain hut 

level of fitness required challenging route with sharp slopes. A good level of fitness is required and off-

road wheelchairs 

recommended period end of June to mid-September (when the mountain hut is open)  

network coverage coverage in the area is average. It is stronger near the mountain hut but can be 

patchy. 

GPS mapping tracks .gpx and .kmz available on http://visitdolomites.com/en/node/2679 

Google street view available on http://visitdolomites.com/en/node/2679 

guides Dolomiti Friulane Park guides [info: http://www.parcodolomitifriulane.it/visite-

guidate/le-guide-del-parco/] 

signs along the route CAI signs  

UNESCO info points no 

information provided and 

itinerary checked by 
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