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ITINERARY 5B –  PRATO PIAZZA PLATEAU - PLÄTZWIESE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

system in World Heritage Site Dolomiti Settentrionali 

mountain group(s) Croda Rossa, Picco di Vallandro, Prato Piazza plateau 

UNESCO values landscape: Prato Piazza is a lovely grassy rolling plateau, home to the fossil 

islands of Picco di Vallandro, Croda Rossa and Cristallo which emerge like waves 

in an ancient solidified sea. It features all the distinctive characteristics of the 

Dolomite landscape: large undulating plateaux covered in woods and meadows, 

large mantles of scree and the unmistakable shapes of the impressive massifs of 

bare rock. 

This is a classic Dolomite itinerary due to its particularly stunning views and the 

importance of the nature and flora found in the high-altitude meadows, whose 

landscape is even more interesting thanks to its morphology and the presence 

of colossal examples of Swiss pine. 

geology: this part of the Dolomites is home to a large sequence of rocks (over 

3,000 metres thick) covering a period from around 270 million to 25 million years 

ago. The rocks tell the story of the Triassic archipelago, providing insights into 

the geometry of the islands (with their inner lagoons) and the relationship 

between the islands and the deep-sea sediments that surrounded them. The 

Braies area is of major scientific importance for its outcrops of Anisian rocks 

(deep-sea and continental basins due to the erosion of landmasses that had 

emerged). These are a treasure trove of fossils with the remains of plants, fish, 

metazoans, ammonites, reptiles, etc.  

[source: www.dolomitiunesco.info] 

level of difficulty medium (stretches with sharper inclines) 

altitude 2.000 m a.s.l. 
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starting point car park in Prato Piazza, 39030 Braies (BZ);  

altitude: 1.974 m a.s.l. - GPS coordinates: 46.656402, 12.176085 

arrival point Vallandro mountain hut - 39030 Braies (BZ);  

altitude: 2.026 m a.s.l. - GPS coordinates: 46.641918, 12.195937 

distance 2,410 km 

overall difference in height uphill 61 m; downhill 4 m 

incline average of 3 % 

From the car park in Prato Piazza, the route climbs for a short stretch along a 

tarmacked road. It then becomes a wide dirt road, about 300 m long and with an 

incline of 8%, leading to the Prato Piazza mountain hut and the nearby Hotel 

Croda Rossa. The route levels out until just before the Vallandro mountain hut 

where there is a short section (fewer than 50 m) that is decidedly steep (17%) 

minimum width forest road (2,5 m) 

terrain dirt road, bridges with wooden planks 

obstacles terrain is compact and even, with frequent drainage channels, metal grating and 

flat wooden bridges 

exposed stretches none 

access the starting point can be reached using public transport: bus from Ponticello to 

Prato Piazza: every 30 minutes from 9.30 am. The last return trip to Ponticello 

from the car park in Prato Piazza is at 6.30 pm; with private means: access to the 

car park in Prato Piazza until full: before 9.30 am and after 4.00 pm. 

car park paying car park with 100 spaces; tarmacked surface 

facilities Prato Piazza mountain hut, Hotel Croda Rossa, Vallandro mountain hut (there 

are one or more steps to access all these facilities); there are no accessible 

toilets 

level of fitness required challenging route with stretches with sharper inclines; a good level of fitness is 

required. Route suitable for off-road wheelchairs 

recommended period mid-June to mid-September  

network coverage coverage provided by main mobile phone operators 

GPS mapping tracks .gpx and .kmz available on http://visitdolomites.com/en/node/2679 

Google street view available on http://visitdolomites.com/en/node/2679 

guides Fanes-Senes-Braies Natural Park guides [info: http://parchi-

naturali.provincia.bz.it/fanes-senes-braies/escursioni-naturalistiche-

guidate.asp] 

signs along the route Fanes-Senes-Braies Natural Park information boards (bilingual ITA-DE) 

UNESCO info points no 

information provided by and 

itinerary checked by 
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