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system in World Heritage Site Sciliar-Catinaccio, Latemar 

mountain group(s) Torri di Latemar, Catinaccio 

UNESCO values landscape: Carezza Lake is a popular destination in the Dolomites and one of its 

icons. It is a good example of a high-altitude lake landscape. The visual impact of 

the lake is quite dramatic, thanks to a combination of features: its mirror-like 

effect due to the depth of the lake and its still surface, its transparency and the 

colours of the water (in fact the lake is known as the “Lec de l arcoboàn” (“the 

Rainbow Lake”) in the local language). The lake has no tributaries and is fed by 

melting snow and an underground spring, causing the level of the water to rise 

and fall significantly: it is its highest in late spring and its lowest in late autumn. 

The spectacular Torri di Latemar, often compared to giant organ pipes, are 

reflected in its surface. 

geology: the volcanic rocks are closely packed with sedimentary rocks, giving it a 

high concentration of minerals (Sciliar and Latemar) and therefore making it an 

area of global interest. Another notable feature is the evidence, unlike anywhere 

else, of the effects of the volcanic activity and the associated Triassic tectonics 

(collapsing escarpments, undersea landslides and subaerial lava flows). On the 

monumental Torri del Latemar, the faults have cut compact horizontal layers and 

erosion has led to the formation of spectacular spires and pinnacles. The 

calcareous layers of Mount Latemar contain some remarkable glacio-karst 

formations, known as sinkholes. Finally, the accessibility of the sites and the 

many fossiliferous outcrops make the world’s scholars of Triassic stratigraphy 

flock to this place. 

[source: www.dolomitiunesco.info] 
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level of difficulty easy  

altitude 1.500 m a.s.l. 

starting point Car park, via Lago di Carezza, 123 - 39056 Nova Levante (BZ);  

altitude: 1.556 m a.s.l. - GPS coordinates: 46.410865, 11.575992 

arrival point Panoramic platform, via Lago di Carezza, 123 - 39056 Nova Levante (BZ);  

altitude: 1.544 m a.s.l. - GPS coordinates: 46.410129, 11.576042  

Lakeside route - 39056 Nova Levante (BZ);  

altitude: 1.544 m a.s.l. - GPS coordinates: 46.408896, 11.572838 

distance 100 m (car park - panoramic platform); 940 m (car park - lakeside route) 

overall difference in height 10 m (car park - panoramic platform); uphill 12 m; downhill 24 m (lakeside) 

incline average of 6 %; ramp in subway with 8 % incline 

minimum width 1,50 m 

terrain tarmac, dirt road and platform made out of planks of wood 

obstacles up to the platform: none (terrain is compact and even, narrow channels covered 

by grating, no steps or obstacles of any kind) 

lakeside route: stretches with slight sideways incline  

exposed stretches none 

access the starting point can be reached using public transport: buses (info: 

http://www.sii.bz.it/); and private means: main road (S.S.) 241, to the paying car 

park. 

car park large paying car park with 4 disabled spaces 

facilities bar in the complex next to the car park accessible and toilets accessible but with 

no handles 

level of fitness required easy route, no particular level of fitness required. The route along the lakeside is 

more challenging, with stretches of uneven terrain; a good level of fitness is 

required. 

recommended period spring-summer when the water level is at its highest; access is guaranteed all year 

round 

network coverage coverage provided by main mobile phone operators 

GPS mapping tracks .gpx and .kmz available on http://visitdolomites.com/en/node/2679 

Google street view available on http://visitdolomites.com/en/node/2679 

guides Sciliar-Catinaccio Natural Park guides [info: http://parchi-

naturali.provincia.bz.it/sciliar-catinaccio/escursioni-naturalistiche-guidate.asp]  

signs along the route information boards about the natural features of the Park on the platform and 

along the route 

UNESCO info points the information boards in the park contain information about the World Heritage 

Site 

information provided by and 

itinerary checked by 
 

www.independent.it 
 

 

 

 

 

 


