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ITINERARY 9B –  TOVEL LAKE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

system in World Heritage Site Dolomiti di Brenta  

mountain group(s) Brenta 

UNESCO values landscape: Tovel Lake is a popular destination in the Brenta Dolomites and one of 

its icons. It is a splendid example of a high-altitude lake landscape. The visual 

impact of the lake is very dramatic, thanks to a combination of features: its 

mirror-like effect due to the depth of the lake and its still surface, its transparency 

and the intense green-blue colour of the water. The route along the lakeside 

affords a spectacular view of the Campa group and the superb, majestic crags of 

the peaks of the northern chain of the Dolomiti di Brenta: Cima Uomo, Cima delle 

Livezze, Sasso Rosso, Cima Sassara, Cima del Vento, Corno di Denno, Cima 

Flavona and Pietragrande. The lake is famous because it used to turn deep red in 

summer, due to the mass flowering of a red algae that takes its name from the 

lake: Tovellia sanguinea. 

geology: the Brenta group ranges from the early Triassic to the Cretaceous 

(about 185 million years). The main features can be found in the rocks of the end 

of the Triassic, Jurassic and Cretaceous periods which bear witness to the opening 

up of the Lombardy basin and the evolution of the western edge of the Trento 

platform. There is a great deal of Main Dolomite which was deposited when the 

Dolomite region was a huge mudflat, repeatedly flooded by the tide (late 

Triassic). Some of the most famous peaks in the system are made of this rock 

(Cima Brenta, Cima Tosa and Grostè) and some marvellous valleys, such as Valle 

di Tovel, Val delle Seghe and Val Brenta Alta, have been carved out of it. 

 [source: www.dolomitiunesco.info] 

level of difficulty easy  
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altitude 1.200 m a.s.l. 

starting point Car park, Località Lago Tovel, 38019 Tuenno (TN); altitude: 1.178 m a.s.l. 

GPS coordinates: 46.264844, 10.954415 

arrival point Rislà beach, Località Lago Tovel, 38019 Tuenno (TN); altitude: 1.182 m a.s.l. 

GPS coordinates: 46.259333, 10.95031  

distance 2,300 km (stretch along the lakeside between the car park and the Rislà beach) 

overall difference in height uphill 41 m; downhill 38 m 

incline average of 1 % 

minimum width 2,50 m 

terrain dirt road and wooden walkways with guards 

obstacles barrier near the Visitor Centre in the Adamello Brenta Park (room to get round it) 

exposed stretches none 

access the starting point can be reached using both public and private transport (limited 

access). 

public transport: shuttle bus service (info: http://www.visitvaldinon.it/it/da-

vedere/territorio/tovel-e-altri-laghi/lago-di-tovel/mobilita-estiva-tovel-2017/) 

private means: from Ville d’Anaunia (main road SP 14) to the paying car park. 

car park car park free in low season;  

from June to August, access is only allowed between certain times: free before 

9.00 am and after 6.00 pm, from 9.00 to 10.30 am, there is a charge to access the 

car park  

facilities toilets in the car park; accommodation accessible near the lake (Chalet Tovel, 

Albergo Lago Rosso); Visitor Centre of the Adamello Brenta Park (accessible) 

level of fitness required easy route, no particular level of fitness required 

recommended period spring-summer when the water level is at its highest; access is guaranteed all year 

round 

network coverage coverage provided by main mobile phone operators 

GPS mapping tracks .gpx and .kmz available on http://visitdolomites.com/en/node/2679 

Google street view available on http://visitdolomites.com/en/node/2679 

guides guided tours with guides who have attended the special training course run by the 

UNESCO Dolomites Foundation-Accademia della Montagna del Trentino [info: 

www.sportabili.org] 

signs along the route information boards about the natural features of the Park along the lakeside 

route  

UNESCO info points information boards in the Park contain information about the World Heritage Site 

information provided and 
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